Journeyman Nonfiction
Lesson Descriptions

1. Discovering Your Market Options
Analyze current trends and stay ahead of the curve. People and publications often change, so it’s
important to know how to do market research. The more thorough you are, the better your
chances at making a sale. Learn how to assess market trends and determine what sells.

2. Corralling Your Big Idea
Pinpoint the sources of inspiration. Where do big ideas come from? Most professors of journalism
and editors say, “From experience.” Learn to draw from your experiences to craft pieces that
sell.

3. Making the Most of Research
Examine ways to make your story credible and interesting. Where should you look? Which
facts and quotes should you use? Dig deep into your research and retrieve the most vital
information for your story.

4. Interview Techniques and Tactics
Learn how to talk with sources and gather information. Interviews can be a powerful source
of information on which to build your article. Discover best-practices for conducting an
interview and getting the most from it.

5. Turning Interview Notes into Gold
Efficient techniques for capturing and using a source’s remarks. Lining up the interview is only half
the battle. Learn to mine your notes for the richest detail and important content.

6. Fiction Techniques for Nonfiction
Give your story the cohesiveness readers expect. Nonfiction needs to excite your readers’
imaginations too. Learn to employ the tools of fiction to breathe life into your nonfiction.

7. Effective Dialogue
Get the most from written conversations. Dialogue isn’t just for fiction. Some of the best nonfiction
relies heavily on dialogue. Learn to capture the ways people talk and use it to your advantage.
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8. Using Your Stories
Use your life experiences to support your story. You may have great personal anecdotes, so learn
to use them judiciously. Select, frame, and weave your stories effectively into your chapter or
book.

9. Using Other People’s Stories
Use others’ experience to enhance your manuscript. This can enhance your chance for publishing
success. How do you acquire the anecdotes you need and what pitfalls must you avoid? Learn
to find the best elements from supporting stories and incorporate them into your piece.

10. Turning Articles into Books
Know when to expand your manuscript to book length. If you an article strikes you as a big enough
idea to expand into a book, you can learn to follow through to completion.

11. Turning Book Chapters into Articles
Format your work for a different medium. A well-written book should contain several chapters
that can be fashioned into freestanding articles — and in the process promote your book.
Learn to pare your book chapters for magazines.

12. Catching the Book Reader
Begin your stories with a bang. The first line, paragraph, page, and chapter of your book should
entice readers to continue. Learn how to keep them reading.

13. Engaging the Reader
Captivate your readers and don’t let go. Examine the traits of engaging writing. Focus on the
reader’s needs and interests by using active, vivid, colorful writing. Elicit action from your
readers and touch their hearts.

14. Building a Structure that Organizes Content
Become an article architect. Every article or book should flow naturally. Learn to design and
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maintain a structure appropriate for your audience, content, and purpose.

15. Action Please
Set your readers’ lives in motion. Too many articles and books settle for entertaining and
informing without calling for action. Learn to lead readers into God-pleasing action that
transforms their lives.

16. The Role of a Co-author
Effectively work with another writer. Examine the role and responsibilities of a ghostwriter or coauthor. Learn to avoid problems and complete the assignment to mutual satisfaction.

Register Now
Apply online at: www.christianwritersguild.com/journeyman/
Or contact:
Leilani Squires, Admissions Manager
leilani@christianwritersguild.com
866.495.5177

Register Now
Apply online at: www.christianwritersguild.com/apprentice/
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