Journeyman Fiction
Lesson Descriptions

1. Advanced Characterization
Learn the secret to building dynamic characters. No part of fiction technique is more important
than creating believable characters and writing them with depth and power. Learn to create
memorable characters.

2. Character Change
Harness the tools necessary to grow your characters. What makes a living, vibrant character? One
who endures the crucible of the story and emerges a different person at the end. Learn to let
your characters grow and change naturally.

3. Advanced Dialogue
Examine the process of crafting believableconversation. Well written dialogue advances the plot and
gives readers insight into your characters. Discover the secrets to writing it convincingly.

4. Advanced Topics in Point of View
Choose the right perspective for yourstory. Point of view can make or break your novel. Different
points of view present different challenges and opportunities. Learn how to choose the best for
the story you want to write.

5. The Three-Act Structure
Study why the this structure works and how to use it. When a novel doesn’t grab the reader,
structure is often the culprit. The three-act structureworks. Break down this model and learn to
compose a classic story arc.

6. Designing the Novel: The Snowflake Method
Give your story the cohesiveness readers expect. Should you plan everything or write
spontaneously? Learn to craft a story with a flexible design that allows characters to surprise
you, without the need for numerous rewrites.
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7. Advanced Plotting 1
Learn to craft interesting and accessible story lines. You want readers to follow yourplot, but you
don’t want it to be simplistic or contrived. Examine principles you can apply to keep readers
on trackwhile still allowing for surprises.

8. Advanced Plotting 2
Learn the importance of your characters’ desires and how to thwart them. Your protagonist’s goal
and the antagonist’s attempts to thwart his reaching it fuel the engine of your plot. Learn to
develop maximum suspense, intensity, and resonance.

9. Researching the Novel
Learn the best way to go about it. The goal of research is to help create the illusion that your
reader is there. Fail that and it won’t matter how wonderful your characters are, how clever
your plot, or how profound your theme. Learn to efficiently research so you can create a
detailed, believable storyworld.

10. Exposition
Learn to craft and insert it naturally. Modern readers, raised on the pace of Hollywood movies,
expect action from the beginning. That means you have to bring the reader up-to-date after
they’re hooked. Study effective exposition and how to insert it without damaging your story’s
flow.

11. The World of Your Story: Time and Place
Craft a believable storyworld with a strong setting. Regardless your genre, a strong sense of place
and time is crucial. Otherwise you may fail to connect your reader with your dream world.

12. Handling Flashbacks
Understand how to use them when necessary. Flashbacks risk what every novelist should avoid—
bouncing the reader out of the fictional dream. Learn to clearly and effectively manipulate the
passage of time.
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13. Implication and Resonance
Learn to layer meaning in your stories. You’ve likely said, “Every time I read this novel, I get
something new.” The truths of that story are layered. Successful stories carry meaning at
several levels. Learn to write intricate fiction.

14. Finding Your Voice and Your Story’s
Learn what it is and how to use it effectively. You know voicewhen you see it, right? But, where
are the lines between voice, point of view, and style? Learn to spot voice and know how to use
it to your advantage—and your reader’s benefit.

15. Style in Fiction
Give your novel a sophisticated tone. We’ve seen great strides in the quality of Christian fiction,
but improvements in style, word use, and economy of expression lag. Learn the fundamentals
and how to apply them to your novel.

16. Message Fiction
Learn to express a strong point without compromising your story. We have a message we’re
commanded to share with the world. Yet reviewers and readers will be put off if we’re heavy
handed. Learn to allow your message to come through naturally.

Register Now
Apply online at: www.christianwritersguild.com/journeyman/
Or, contact:
Leilani Squires, Admissions Manager
leilani@christianwritersguild.com
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